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ADVICE CLINICS

SYDNEY SOUTH - ADVICE CLINIC

« VENUE: George River Life Church Centre,
23 Stanley Street, Peakhurst

+« FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL

GEORGES RIVER LIFE CARE:

029153 6300

SYDNEY NORTH - ADVICE CLINIC
« VENUE: Thornleigh Community Baptist
Church, 15-17 Duffy Ave, Thornleigh

+ FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
THORNLEIGH COMMUNITY CARE:

02 9484 0093

NORTHERN BEACHES - ADVICE CLINIC
« VENUE: Narraweena Baptist Church,

37-39 Greenwood Ave, Narraweena

» FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL:

0468 485 739

SYDNEY WEST - ADVICE CLINIC

» VENUE: One Heart Blacktown Collaboration
Centre, 1 Campbell Street, Blacktown

+ FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL:

02 9890 1203 *During advice line hours only

TELEPHONE ADVICE LINE
CALL: 029890 1203

Operating hours

Tues & Thurs 9-12pm

*Not available outside of these times

EMAIL

office@horizonsfamilylaw.org.au

WEBSITE

www.horizonsfamilylaw.org.au

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 3533 Rouse Hill,
NSW 2155

How does a court decide
A fa,rem’cu‘mg d’foo(’ce?

In deciding parenting disputes, a court will first determine parental
responsibility for the child(ren). Having made a decision on this, the court will
then determine what parenting arrangements are appropriate. Where the

court has ordered equal shared parental responsibility, this will include an
examination of whether equal time or substantial and significant time are in the
best interests of the child and reasonable practicability. This Information Sheet
outlines how a court does this.

The court must regard the best interests of the child as the most
important consideration. In doing so the court will consider:

The main considerations:
+  Protection from physical/psychological harm, abuse, neglect
and family violence.
«  The benefit of having a meaningful relationship with both parents.

In applying these main considerations, the court will give greater weight to
the protection of the child.

Other considerations:

«  Views expressed by the child.

+  Relationship with each parent/grandparent/relative.

«  Maturity, sex, lifestyle & background (including cultural traditions) of the
child & parents and any other relevant characteristics of the child.

« Ifthe child is Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, the child’s right to enjoy
that culture with others who share that culture.

- Capacity to provide for the needs of the child (including emotional &
intellectual needs).

«  Attitude to the child & responsibilities of parenting demonstrated by each
parent.

«  The extent each parent has fulfilled (or failed to fulfil) their obligations to
maintain the child.

«  Things that have happened since separation.

«  What any parenting plan says.

«  The effect of any change in circumstances.

- Thedifficulty/expense of spending time/communicating with either
parent (and whether that will substantially affect the child’s right to
maintain personal relations & direct contact on a regular basis with both
parents).

«  Any family violence involving the child or member of the child’s family.

«  Any family violence order, if it is a final order or the making of the order
was contested.

«  Whether it would be preferable to make an order that is least likely to
lead to further court proceedings in relation to the child.

«  Anything else the court considers relevant.

When considering equal time or substantial and significant time, the
Court will also consider the practicability of any parenting arrangement
in light of:

«  How far the parents live from each other;

«  The parents’ current and future capacity to implement the parenting
arrangement;

«  The parents’ current and future capacity to communicate & resolve
difficulties that might arise in implementing the parenting arrangement

«  Theimpact that the parenting arrangement would have on the child; and

«  Any other matters the court considers relevant.



The mechancs of a court’s decision

Every child in Australia has a right to time and communication with both their parents.
This should include as much time and communication with each parent as the best interests
of the child and the overall circumstances of the family allow.

The Legwt process to obtain court ordered ?wremtfmg
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— Includes mediation and
written notice of intention.

Timeframe from date of filing, based
on Court’s ideal process (likely to vary) se e
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of Child Abuse, Family Violence or Risk and
C/Obﬂ/‘t The Court will send I Genuine Steps Certificate. Afterfiling,
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5 months Conducted "Qn the papers.”

— < == Some parenting orders
_'> normally made (even if not
l agreed). Contested facts
not normally determined.
The order of these events \
may vary based on what is
considered appropriate

6 months in each case
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m 12 months == Evidence presented
and tested.

15 months

Court will confirm genuine steps taken,

=== jdentify issues in dispute and normally
make only make procedural orders
(unless agreements reached).

Conducted by a Court Child
“= Expertappointed by the Court
unless privately funded.
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Amended documents, updated
=== Orders sought, and Certificate of
Readiness filed prior to

V\-‘ Compliance hearing.
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